Orange Peshwas to Pink panthers, ideas abound
By: Debarati Palit Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Pune
Residents spell out their fantasies for Pune IPL team name, colours
There will be a Pune IPL team next year for sure, but what will be its name and dress colours? As no announcement has yet been made by the Sahara Group that bagged the team as few days ago, residents of the city are letting their imagination go wild as they fantasise about possible names, jersey designs and even the dress code for the cheerleaders.
Names as different as Pune Panthers and Pune Peshwas are being discussed.
Fresh, young look
Cricket lovers, who are kicked about the idea of finally having a local team to cheer for, feel everything
connected with the team needs to depict youthfulness and freshness.
"The colour of the jersey and the name of the team should be in keeping with the vibrancy of the city. For
the name, we should go for something like Pune Makers, which is catchy and youthful. I would love to make the team wear pink, but it depends on the players and whether they can carry it," said former Miss India Pooja Chopra.
Fashion designer Nivedita Saboo, who was the official designer for the Pune Youth Games, has also come up with a design for the jersey.
"The jersey should be bright; a complementary mix of two to three colours.
It should be what is called dry fit so that it is comfortable for the players. With digital printing in the middle depicting the spirit of the city, something like its cultural heritage."
Heritage touch
While some want an all-out modern outfit and name for the team, others want the team's name and accessories to be more deep-rooted culturally.
Gaurav Natekar, international tennis player, said that the name Pune Peshwa would go best for the team and orange should be the colour of the jersey, to match the name.
"It depicts the rich heritage and culture of the city.
And nobody but Sachin Tendulkar could carry off all this excellently."
MNS vision
Workers of MNS are already thinking of the cheerleaders and the effect their presence will have on the city. Skin show has to be a complete no-no, feel the workers.
Prashant Kanojia, president of Maharashtra Navnirman Vidyarthi Sena (MNVS) raised his concerns over the costumes cheerleaders of IPL teams wear today.
"The hot pants and shorts tops will not do," said Kanojia. "They have to go for long tops and pants because
as women, they have to maintain the culture of the city."
IPL vs Earth hour
By: Alisha Coelho and Utkarsha Kotian Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Tonight's match between Kolkata Knight Riders and Kings XI Punjab at Mohali may well turn the tables on the WWF initiative to switch off all electrical appliances
If you decide to do your bit for the environment by switching off all lights between 8.30 and 9.30 tonight, you may just miss Yuvraj Singh's sixer or Sourav Ganguly's cover drive.
Earth Hour, a WWF initiative, may just be a flop, as it falls during the first innings of tonight's IPL match at Mohali, which starts at 8 pm.
While it is not feasible to switch off the lights at the stadium for an hour, United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) officials said that fans would be encouraged through green tips flashed on stadium screens to celebrate Earth Hour at another time the same that was not decided upon yet.

IPL chief Lalit Modi and the UNEP had signed up to calculate the tournament's carbon footprint and to examine ways to reduce environmental impact.
"Switching the lights off and turning them back on is a security problem at the matches," said Theodore Oben of the UNEP.
"Also turning the entire system down and powering it up all over again would consume more power than that saved during the hour," Oben told MiD DAY from Nairobi.
Some Mumbaikars wonder if it would really make a difference, "It's an important match.
I haven't missed a single one so far and it's been like this for the last three years," shrugged dealership salesman Sarang Patil (24).
Agrees KKR supporter Nikhil Jadhav (18), "One person not observing it, will not make a huge difference.
It's my favourite team playing. I even put off studying when there's a match on."
Personal reasons
Some others have personal reasons like copywriter Monish Moorthy (23), "If I were watching the match I would switch off the lights.
But that's simply because both the teams are pretty crap at the moment," he said. Others like Mayur Kabra (18) have family members to deal with too.
"I am quite sure my parents won't take any interest in Earth Hour, and I won't be able to amend their thinking. So whether I like it or not, IPL will still be watched in my house. So I might as well join them and enjoy the match!"

Turning the lights off and powering it up all over again would consume more power than that saved during the hour.
Kartik Venkitaraman (18) tried to compensate. "It is only about saving electricity for one hour that day. I'd rather do it in the morning or afternoon before the match. But I will watch the match for sure."
However, others were taking Earth Hour ahead. Rishabh Suman (18), a KKR supporter will support the initiative.
"I am pretty sure that KKR will win this match! So, I will switch off all power appliances during the Earth Hour," said Suman.
Kings XI Punjab supporter and public relations professional, Chinmay Shah (29) also will pull the plug.
"I would definitely switch off the lights for an hour. I see no harm in missing an hour of the match. One can always watch the highlights or news later."
121
The number of countries participating in Earth Hour, 2010 across the globe
812
Iconic landmarks around the world which will go dark on Earth Hour
1,200
Megawatts of energy saved in India during Earth Hour, last year
27 BN Tonnes
The amount of carbon dioxide the earth emits every year
Bindra Says
Satinder Bindra, director of communications at UNEP, also said that the IPL was planning to 'offset' five games this tournament including one match at Mohali.
"This means that once we calculate the carbon footprint of these games, we can 'offset' those emissions by either planting trees or promoting other efforts that help in energy conservation," said Bindra.
Bindra added that the IPL was also planning to mark Earth Day on April 22.
The Good Earth
Exams, antakshari part of Earth Hour
Residential societies are pitching in for Earth Day with Radhika Srinivasan of the Patrakaar co-operative Housing Society at Bandra (E) saying, "We had a fairly good response last year but aim to go one better this year.
We have put up posters in the building complex about Earth Hour. We would encourage residents to gather in the quadrangle, maybe have some games or an antaakshari session. In this way, they would be less tempted to put on electronic gadgets at their homes."
***
It has been student power to the fore as schools and colleges muscled in for Earth Power. Bombay Scottish, Mahim, created awareness with posters, handouts and bookmarks telling students about Earth Hour.
St Xavier's College building at Marine Lines would be plunged into darkness for 60 minutes today, "which is an extension of our energy saving endeavour, we already use solar energy and have vermiculture," says principal F Mascarenhas. Schools like Oxford Public School in Kandivli, would be participating in a Shivaji Park rally with a lezim group.
Compiled by Hemal Ashar
What after earth hour?
By: Alisha Coelho Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
City activists believe that switching off electricity for one hour in a year is of little help if it does not reflect in your life style
Last year, according to WWF statistics, the country saved more than 10,000 megawatts (MW) of electricity in its first Earth Hour.
However, in power-starved Mumbai, activists feel pulling the plug will bring no cheer to residents who grapple with power shortages every day.
A skeptical consumer and energy activist Sandip Ohri said, "Until and unless there is a planned shutdown in the city, there can't be any tangible benefits of Earth Hour.

The Dahanu power plant for examples commits to buying a certain amount of power every day, which it will do today as well.
So, unless the officials at the plant know who's turning off their lights, they don't know how much less power they need to buy.
They don't even know how much power they will save and redirect to villages or towns, which are facing shortages."
Utilise natural light
Others say that it's important to focus on how to utilise natural light in the best way.
"Earth Hour is a symbolic way of changing a mindset, but what after that? You have to make some changes to your lifestyle too," said Ashok Ravat, a consumer activist who is in the process of replacing his energy-saving CFL light with more efficient LED tubes at his building in Shivaji Park.
"You have to make the most efficient use of natural light to reduce dependence on electricity. Only then can some real power saving be done."
WWF officials, however, did say that they were monitoring this year's power savings with the help of BSES. "Awareness is the most important thing we're aiming for now," said a representative.
Power Consumption
1.8 MW per hour is the average consumption of power per hour by the Melbourne Cricket Stadium where there are six light towers. This would mean that an average IPL 20:20 match played at the stadium for three hours would consume 5.4 MW of power and the entire tourney would consume 324 MW.
According to a recent KPMG survey, India currently uses 60 crore MW of electricity every year.
The state's current power demands hovers close to 14,000 MW as opposed to its creation of energy amounting to less than 10,000 MW. Mumbai gets around 2500-2700 MW of this power and there is a shortage of over 300 MW.
'Rupesh sabka rupayya dega'
By: Ketan Ranga Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Car rental and money-double scheme operator Rupesh Verma claims multi-crore fraud on his investors not of his making, but he will still pay everybody back
HE is adamant he has not committed any fraud, says he is ready always was to pay every single investor every single rupee, and that it was he, Rupesh Verma, who was cheated by a person in his company and his bank.
Accused of a nationwide multi-crore fraud, 34-year-old Verma, a car rental businessman and operator of many double-your-money schemes, was arrested in Delhi in December.
In an exclusive interview from the city jail where he is in custody, Verma told MiD DAY that the cheques he issued were not honoured because funds were flushed out of his bank without his knowledge.
There are about 2,000 investors who had put their money in Delhi-based Verma's car rental business and other moneymaking schemes.
Police seized over 500 cars and property worth crores of rupees from Verma in Mumbai, Delhi, Pune, Bangalore, Kolkata and Jaipur. About 150 cars were seized fromMumbai alone.
Verma is behind bars in Arthur Road jail, but is often taken to Delhi, Jaipur, Pune and Mumbai, where he has many cases lodgedagainst him.
Victim of forgery
"I have not committed any fraud. All my cheques were from one bank. There was a cheat in my company who was committing fraud in collusion with the bank," said Verma.
"A number of times, two cheques with the same number were cleared. Cheques with my forged signature have also been issued and cleared."
He added that even when he discovered something was wrong, the bank didn't heed his instructions.
"I had sent a letter to the bank to stop the payment, but the cheques issued without my knowledge were still cleared. Unfortunately, that money had been deposited for the investors," said Verma.
"The cheques I issued to my investors bounced. The cash had already been withdrawn through fraudulent activities."
Conspiracy claim
Verma said what happened was because of a temporary cash crunch because he was cheated, but that he was again in a position to pay back every investor.
"I am ready to make payments to my investors even today, since I have the money. But there is a huge conspiracy against me," said Verma.
Verma said he had even called a conference to tell his investors he would return their money, but the people who wanted him to fail stage-managed everything and he was arrested.
Verma is now to be taken to Jaipur for investigations.
Rupesh Verma Ka Car-Nama
Rupesh Verma ran Om Sai Nath car rental service. He would get an investor to buy a car and enter into an agree-ment with him which said the car would be with the car rental firm for five years in exchange for a rent of Rs 6,250 to Rs 14,450 per month, depending on the model. The investor was sold the concept that he would earn a handsome income for five years and also get a car at the end of it. But last year, a few cheques that Verma had issued bounced, and he was arrested following complaints from investors.
Good news for seedy hotels
By: Urvashi Seth Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Budget has exempted luxury tax on rooms costing upto Rs 750 per day; other hoteliers disappointed
Seedy hotel owners have a reason to rejoice, after the Finance Minister's decision to ease up on the luxury tax rates for small hotels and lodges.
The decision? Total exemption in luxury tax on daily room rents up to Rs 750 per day in small hotels and lodges.
The irony? Only 25 per cent of the industry will benefit by the exemption.
"The rest 75 per cent of the hotel industry does not fall under this criteria.

Despite the fact that the Commonwealth Games (CWG) are close, our hotel industry has failed to get a rebate like Kerala or Delhi," said Kamlesh Barot, secretary, Hotel and Restaurant Association Western India (HRA-WI).
The Delhi government has granted exemption from payment of luxury tax to hotels providing accommodation to delegates and technical experts during CWG this year, while the Kerala government has reduced luxury tax on hotel rooms by 0.5 per cent in their state budget announcement this month.
"We will be meeting the CM and would discuss the issues. Keeping in mind the golden jubilee celebration of Maharashtra and the CWG, the government has to give us some rebate.
Tourists arriving in Delhi will definitely like to visit Mumbai. But if this continues, we won't be able to offer any freebies or discounts to them," added Barot.
S P Jain, chairman, Pride group of hotels, echoed Barot's sentiments. "They should have at least extended the relief to budget hotels that cater to the middle income group and hotels that provide basic facilities to guests. The chosen hotels cater mostly to the lower income group," added Jain.
"Why can't we lure tourists with such exemptions. This is definitely going to help us. Only seedy hotels offer rooms for such low rates.
Since they are not suitable for families, we'll benefit more from this decision," said Manthan Shah, a marketing executive.
Gaurang Sethi, a business traveller, feels that the luxury tax relief should have been extended to 3 star category hotels which cater to professionals like him. "The government should rethink their decision," he added.
Tax Effect
Luxury tax on rooms:
Mumbai: 10 per cent
Delhi: 12.5 per cent
Goa: 12.5 per cent
Kerala: 15 per cent (reduced by 2.5 per cent)
Locations of lodges or hotels that range from Rs 200-Rs 750
Chembur
Marve
Madh
Versova Village
Matunga
Sameera Reddy had recently lost her laptop
By: Upala KBR Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Sameera Reddy had recently lost her laptop that had some really personal pictures, e-mails and her diary; luckily, she got it back
The tech-savvy diva Sameera Reddy recently found herself in a soup when discovered that she has lost her laptop.
Fortunately, she got it back, as the authorities of the hotel, in which he had put up, found it in the lobby.
Reddy said, "I was in Chennai with my sister for an event and had put up at a 5-star hotel. Soon after the event, we had to leave for Mumbai and in the commotion I forgot my laptop in the hotel corridor.
After I landed in Mumbai I realised it was missing."

Reddy added that she got a panic attack, as the laptop had some really personal pictures, documents and e-mails.
She said, "I was vexed with the thought of someone finding my laptop and misusing the stuff. The kind of pictures I had in there would make a MiD DAY page 1!"
She added, "I tried to figure out where could have I left it. Soon, I realised it was the hotel and immediately called up the authorities."
Elaborating on what all she had in her laptop, Reddy said, "Apart from my pics and e-mails there was my diary, which I write on my laptop. If ever published, it will make a scandalous book.
Hence, the moment I got a call from the hotel, I cried with joy!"
Girl flees with family cash
By: Shiva Devnath Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Father files case upon finding Standard X student, valuables, cash gone
Not in his wildest dreams did Andheri resident Narayan Gupta think that his home would be robbed and that the accused would be none other than his daughter.
On March 14, he discovered his daughter had stolen valuables and cash and fled home.
"On March 14, my daughter ran away from the house. We also noticed that valuables and cash were missing from home," said Gupta.
"The ration card, a video camera, a laptop, my passport and some jewellery and Rs 60,000 in cash were missing. Her photographs were also gone."
Acting dreams
Gupta's daughter is a Std X student in St Dominic Savio High School.
She is also an aspiring actress who wants to make it big in the glamour world.
Bad company
Gupta is an electric contractor. He lives in Trends Apartment in Andheri (East) with his wife and children.
Gupta has four children.
The family believes that her mingling with the wrong company led her to take such a drastic step.
"We provided her with every comfort affordable to us and never denied her anything. We hope the police find her soon," Gupta added.
The investigating officer from MIDC police said, "The Gupta family has registered a case of theft against the girl."
Are these just minor injuries?
By: Kranti Vibhute Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Man sustains multiple fractures as Trailer crushes taxi, but police call injuries 'minor' in FIR; Victim fears it may harm his case in court
THE devil is in the details. And this is certainly true for accident victim V Hymakar.
The 34-year-old was in a taxi in Thane when a trailer fell on the cab. But even though he sustained multiple fractures and had to undergo surgery, the police have mentioned only "minor" injuries in their report.
The incident occurred on March 20 at 1 am, when Hymakar was returning from Lower Parel to Thane.

V Hymakar, finance head of a telecom company, recuperates in Jupiter hospital in Thane yesterday.
The taxi was on its way to Ghodbandar Road when a very fast oncoming trailer crashed into the divider, completely destroying it, and fell on Hymakar's taxi, injuring him and driver Sitaram Yadav.
Hymakar went to the Jupiter hospital in Thane, and the police took the cab driver to the civil hospital.
Steel rod in hand
Hymakar, who is the finance head of a telecom company, said, "I almost lost an eye, and my right hand was so badly fractured, they had to insert a steel rod to support it.
Both my legs were badly injured. But the police report (based on the cab driver's statement) says I got only minor injuries. This will weaken my case if I move court."
He hoped the police would correct the FIR. He said, "I can pursue a case against the trailer's driver and owner if the FIR is corrected. It's March, and I was supposed to attend several important meetings."
The Kapurbawadi police have booked the trailer's driver under various IPC sections dealing with rash driving on a public way, causing hurt by an act that endangers life or personal safety of others and mischief that causes damage, as well as the Motor Vehicle Act for rash and negligent driving endangering human life.
The Other Side
C R Shirke, Assistant Police Inspector, Kapurbawdi said, "We had to mention minor injuries in the FIR because Hymakar went on his own to the Jupiter hospital without informing anyone. We didn't even know which hospital he went to for a while. We can change that statement from minor injuries to major after getting a medical certificate from the hospital."
Tales of John and Sara
By: Hemal Ashar Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Mumbai
At a press conference recently, two persons were the targets of camera flashbulbs that clicked madly at a Mumbai Marathon press conference organised to announce the charity amount collected for the 2010 edition of the race.
The first was marathon brand ambassador John Abraham who seems to have grown into the spotlight, even enjoying it. John made all the correct noises about the race, when asked to say the usual, few words. He also had the audience of organisers, journalists, charity winners and those associated with the marathon laughing with some amusing observation. The slightly-wooden, diffident demeanour was gone, the hunky John with the Popeye biceps looked comfortable and confident, to the point of being quirky with some of his answers. Post conference, he answered several queries by a battery of television journalists quite fluidly while the marathon organisers smiled at appropriate moments. While John's triceps may attract more admiration, he is getting better at talking to the press.
Sara appeared composed, feigning that the cameras were not present, clicking away in a wild frenzy
Journalistic subjects fall into several categories: those whom one has to literally squeeze out an answer from, these are called difficult people to interview. There are others who seem to talk, or shoot their mouths off, you only need to wind them up, these are journalistic delights because they often talk so much, they lend themselves to sensational headlines. The majority fall somewhere in between, like John does.
Meanwhile, the other object of press attention, or frenzy, was Sachin Tendulkar's 12-year-old daughter, Sara Tendulkar. Sara was present to collect a prize for her marathon charity efforts. Cameramen followed Sara from the dais back to her seat, next to her grandmother Annabel. Sara blinked as cameras clicked away. She appeared composed, simply pretending that the cameras were not there. The burden (and it can be a burden, given the fact that one is always in the spotlight) of being Sachin Tendulkar's daughter seemed to sit lightly on her at present. The kids, both Arjun and Sara, would have to get used to being in the spotlight as long as their father continues to make headlines. It is a price that comes with fame. One thinks Sara, who showed so much equanimity, would handle that with the same flair that Sachin is handling the bowling attacks in the current Indian Premier League.
Ministered By The Mob
By: Prahlad Nanjappa Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Mumbai
Kumaraswamy finally came out with it. He sees nothing wrong in handing felons a ticket from his party.
"They could reform in the future" is his explanation. "So why not give them a chance?"
There's nothing wrong in his logic at all. In fact, it could be a revolutionary social experiment. Let all those overcrowded jails loose. Let's vote in all the murderers and rapists and looters into positions of power. In fact, sentences could be passed awarding each criminal a political post, depending on his crime.
The entire state Cabinet will be people who are scum of the earth, and just one step short of hanging from the rope (Let's desist from jokes about not having to make changes with the current crop).
The BBMP elections that are currently in the thick of being campaigned for should have reservations for women -- who've killed a couple of people in their day. Government babus, petty officials, the whole red-light flashing Ambassador brigade will be drawn from pickpocket, chain-snatching and mobile phone-filching brethren. Of course they'll reform: they'll graduate from pick-pocketing, chain-snatching and phone-filching to greater achievements like land-grabbing and bribe-pocketing.
Swami Nityananda (the new chastised, reformed version of the saffron-derobed godman who famously claimed he was in a trance when he enjoyed carnal acts) will be appointed the spiritual advisor to HDK, even while holding the important post of Head of the Cine Artists Welfare Association. The Nithari killers, the infamous Dandupalya gang, that starlet who killed her boyfriend in Mumbai, and all the most-dreaded underworld dons will be moved to Bangalore to sign up with the JD(S).
Kasab can finally exchange his jail wardens for a minister's Z-class security as he takes over in his new role of Karnataka's External Affairs Minister. Now reformed, he will build special bilateral ties between Bangalore's IT Industry and the Al-Qaeda's Communication and Arsenal Heads.
Reformatory homes unfortunately, would go out of work. However, the Vidhana Soudha will be open for business.
Really, Kumaraswamy is such a forward-thinking man. By his yardstick, his entire family needs to be back in the highest echelons of power.
Stop telling me how to think!
By: A Correspandent Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Koel says she's cool with Baba Ramdev talking about ridding India of corruption but there are some opinions he ought seriously to keep to himself
"Why is it so hard to trust this man who only wants to do good and has a track record proving it?" asks Koel Purie on her blog, about the latest guest on her couch, Baba Ramdev.
He doesn't live lavishly. Doesn't have visible family members raking in the moolah. He doesn't overtly ask for anything in return, she notes, and instead holds free Yoga camps open to all.
"So when he talks about bringing back to the people the millions illegally stashed away in Swiss banks and inside mattresses, why are we not jumping with joy? Baba Ramdev announces that 8 to 10 lakh candidates representing his ethos will stand for elections from rural areas, so why do our alarm bells immediately sound?" she asks.

Perhaps, our fear or cynicism stems from the fact that he has so quickly and effectively mobilised so many people without warning.
She admits that he's got some absurdly archaic views on sex, homosexuality and relationships and that he really should keep his opinion locked inside. He has no framework of knowing nor any experiential knowledge about these subjects, she reasons, so he really ought to shut up.
(Remember he's supposedly celibate? she nudges) She asks him how can we know for sure if he's had sex or is having it? These days you just don't know with gurus, she adds as a cheeky afterthought.
He has much to say about that and about the blind faith that followers vest in holy men. He even berates Bal Thackeray, saying the man has lost his vision and his position by becoming so insular in his thinking. She observes, "I never heard SRK or any of the other so called liberals take on the 'ailing tiger' so directly."
Says Koel on her blog, "I personally find his rise to power a cause for concern. I don't want to be told how or what to think. He's a yoga expert and he should stick to that.
"My couch was converted into a yoga mat so I could have all my queries answered. I'm all for him ridding this country of corruption and poverty now only if he'd stop telling me how to think."
On the couch airs tonight on headlines today at 7 pm
Love Happens- Movies Review
By: Tushar Joshi Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Love Happens
U/A; Romance
Dir: Brandon Camp
Cast: Aaron Eckhart, Jennifer Aniston, Dan Fogler, Judy Greer, Joe Anderson, John Carroll Lynch
*1/2
What's it about: Jennifer Aniston has become synonymous with schmaltzy mush-fests where she tries to different versions of Rachel from Friends. Love Happens is no different from Rumor Has It or He's Just Not That Into You. Here she plays Eloise, a florist whose opinions of love seem picked up from a Chicken Soup for the Soul series.
Eckhart plays a grief counsellor who helps people move on and deal with loss while he's personally striving to get closure from his wife's demise. Eloise and Burke meet, say a few cheesy dialogues, she nods her head while he attempts to milk those dimples. Everything else happens in the background.

What's hot: There is something about Aaron Eckhart that makes him a natural charmer. Using it to his maximum advantage, he breathes some life in his otherwise cardboard character. Surprisingly it's John Carroll Lynch who despite his supporting role stuns us as a mourning father.
What's not: Predictability is thy middle name! Everything you watch and hear in Love Happens has been seen and heard before. There's not a single new angle or character it explores. It's like watching a rerun of a fairly average sitcom. Jen sorely disappoints with her blandness and pale demeanor. If she's doing this for the paychecks, she might as well turn back to TV (think Alec Baldwin).
Despite Eckhart's honesty, there is zero chemistry between him and Aniston. Most of the situations and dialogues are cringe-worthy and extremely banal. Even those weak attempts to use humour to take the story forward doesn't work.
What to do: Love Happens is a classic case of 'been there seen that', with nothing new to offer, it could make a good rental on a hot summery afternoon. Nothing more.
Well done Abba - Movie Review
By: Bryan Durham Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Well done Abba
U; Comedy/Drama
Dir: Shyam Benegal
Cast: Boman Irani, Minissha Lamba, Sammir Dattani, Rajit Kapoor, Ila Arun, Ravi Kissen
**1/2
What it's about: It's not one thing, it's actually quite a few things. And if you have the time, patience and eager ear to listen in, these stories will resonate all around you. At least, in my case, it has. More often than not, it has been my lot to partake in the woes, triumphs, random gibberish and general small-talk of the kind folk driving me to my varied destinations.
When Well Done Abba starts, it is on a sombre note. Armaan Ali (Irani) shows up for work a good two months later than expected. His boss, a senior executive in Mumbai (and a reasonable man, by any standard) tells him he's "had it" with him, that he's sacked with immediate effect and it would be best that he left the premises.
Armaan persists and eventually gets his boss to hear him out as he drives him to Pune.
He mentions how his rascally kleptomaniac twin Rehman Ali and Rehman's wife, Salma (Arun) tricked him into coming home to his village, Chikkatpalli to get his daughter Muskaan (Lamba) married because she was getting "out of control". How he rushes home to find his bro and sis-in-law on the run and the daughter merrily flying kites, without a care.

How he needn't have worried. But that he did. And that the first thing he noticed was that water had become a luxury in the village and that people even stole water to get by. On hearing of a 'free well' government scheme, how he ditches the idea of a bank loan. How bureaucratic red-tape and rampant corruption ensures that the amount he gets, goes back into the officials' pockets.
How he realises he's been had, and is all but ready to pack his bags and head to Mumbai, Muskaan included.
How until his daughter and a well-meaning mechanic and Muskaan's love interest, Arif (Dattani) decide to get back their well that... well, never was.
What's hot: Over recent years, few have quite been able to capture local flavour as effectively and bring a subtle yet powerful social activism to the fore as effortlessly as Shyam Benegal. He has the singular talent of creating memorable characters in most of his films. It is Boman (as both twins) and Ila Arun (one wishes she had a bigger track) who seem to make the whole business of acting all so effortless that in their wake, a sincere performance (by Dattani) and a spunky, livewire one (by Lamba seem like mere footnotes.
Several scenes stand out in memory. Armaan giving the cycle-rickshaw puller some extra cash (to drink water at a good hotel after being admonished by Muskaan). The scenes where Salma shows herself to be a veritable spitfire. Where Rehman openly admits that it is Salma who instigates him to crime.
The village sarpanch Balamma getting shushed by her husband every time she tries to help out Armaan (one really begins to sympathise with Rabri Devi and other puppets).
Muskaan smiling to herself after she realises that she can't be as close to her guy, Arif as she'd like because she's still in a small village. Because despite the freedom her dad has allowed her to enjoy, there are times he draws the line. Well Done Abba's strength lies in its overwhelming, inescapable simplicity.
What's not: Quite a few things. The film's length for one. I won't bring the sluggish pace up simply because I feel it was intentional. However there were several things that could have been trimmed out. For one, there was no way Armaan would know the intimate details of the engineer's (Kissen) demands of the biwi. Enlargements, included. And moreover, we don't want to know. The wedding dance though hilarious, was unnecessary. The Bavdi Ratna awards and the opposition- ruling party fracas in the legislative assembly could also have been done without. While it ends well, you're just happy that it does. Never a good sign.
What to do: Feels like a can of sardines minus the stink (pardon the simile). Too much has been crammed in for no good reason. This one is staple Benegal fare. Slow, steady and halfway likeable. Quite unlike what you're used to.
Hum Tum Aur Ghost- Movies Review
By: Sarita Tanwar Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Hum Tum Aur Ghost
U/A; Drama
Dir: Kabeer Kaushik
Cast: Arshad Warsi, Dia Mirza and Boman Irani
**
What it's about: Ghost stories seem to be the flavour of the season. Nothing wrong with that, except the fact that they're beginning to horrify audiences for all the wrong reasons.
The premise of Hum Tum Aur Ghost seems inspired by the Hollywood film Ghost Town but Arshad Warsi claims he wrote the script two years before that film released. Fine then! This one is about fashion photographer Armaan (Arshad) who hears strange noises at night when he is alone. He starts drinking heavily and resorts to sleeping at train stations to drown out the voices.
He also sees a psychiatrist but doesn't discuss his problem with girlfriend Gehna (Dia Mirza), the editor of a fashion magazine. Before long, he also starts seeing the (dead) people he can hear all the time. They want him to help them move to the world beyond after fulfilling their last wishes. After much reluctance, he finally agrees to help them -- one at a time, starting with Kapoor (Boman Irani), a bully. Meanwhile Gehna is convinced he is schizophrenic and decides to leave him. How Armaan manages to keep the ghosts and the girlfriend happy makes for the rest of the film.

What's hot: There's very little to talk about except the chemistry between the lead pair. Dia looks pretty and Arshad keeps the mood light but with no help from the script, that's just not enough. Boman, as usual, breathes life into his 'dead' character. There are few poignant moments in the film like the scene of Kapoor and his wife, and the tale of the mother looking for the lost son, and one can't help wondering why that wasn't developed better. A film can be predictable and yet amusing, so Hum Tum Aur Ghost had a fair chance.
What's not: The story had promise but the screenplay is weak and moves along sluggishly. The songs don't add any value to the film. If it was meant to be a romcom, it failed miserably on that count. There is not a single romantic or funny scene that you remember when you step out of the theatre. Arshad's look in the film is disappointing too. For starters, he has a 'bad hair day' throughout the film.
He looks scruffy and unwashed -- not exactly how a top fashion photographer would step out. Also, the film is ridden with clichés -- the disapproving father of the girl, the son who ill-treats his mother after the father's death and the suspicious girlfriend. After a while, you just resign and wait for the inevitable end to come. Even the twist in the end isn't good enough to salvage its fate.
What's that: We've heard of ghosts possessing bodies. But when Kapoor possesses Armaan's body in front of his wife, he also transforms back into his old body. How? Also, once the dead mother gets her wish and finds her son, why doesn't she move on? She decides to wait till her son gets married. Now that's being greedy!
What to do: Watch it only if you have no other way of beating the heat except staying in a cool theatre for two hours.
He's married. I know and still want to be with him!
By: Diana Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Mumbai
Dear Diana,
There is this guy that I work with two days a week. He's married. We exchanged numbers with regard to work. He started texting me and we kept in touch for a few days. I saw him at work three days later and we were really flirty. He has sent me loads of texts during work hours, and stops texting as soon as he finishes work.
I was with him at work yesterday, I went out for my lunch and he texts me saying he was lonely eating his lunch, so I came back and sat with him, but all we did was just chat and stuff. He has texted me every day for two weeks, and I've replied. Nothing has happened between us.
We haven't even touched each other. He knows I like him but I know that he's married and I dont want to get involved that way and ruin his marriage. But I do like him and he's great to be around. We get on so well and have so much in common. I'm very confused I don't know what to make of it? Advice please?
Name withheld

Dear Friend,
You made a friend at work and he is married. If you want to hang out with him, engage him in conversation about his family, wife kids etc. It's a crush. It happens to all of us. Make new friends at work, preferably ones that are unattached! But if at all possible try not to have a relationship at work. They can be messy if one or both parties can't handle it.
You say you don't want to "get involved that way and ruin his marriage." Well then don't! It's as simple as that. I am sure all this attention is flattering but this guy most assuredly wants to get in your pants. And if that happens you'll get way more attention than you ever bargained for - from his current wife when she finds out.
Also this sort of carrying on at work will surly sully your reputation. Do you want that? Walk to the nearest exit and stop fooling around with married men. Put your self in his wife's shoes. How would you like it? You wouldn't.
Why does love hurt?
Dear Diana,
Why is it that even if you and the person you are are in love with are together, why does it still hurt? I just try to figure it out but I can't. I know he loves me. but why do we go through all the things we do ?
Name withheld
Dear Friend,
Love is like this horrible feeling of anxiety for most people most of the time. Can it really be called love if it hurts? I think that 'real' love is what people share when they have been together for years together and are companions both emotionally and mentally.
Magnifique
By: Shweta Shiware Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Mumbai
The intoxicating scent of desi gulab, a runway lined with an Ashoka tree and rose props, and potent clothing ideas presented by a veteran.
Three powerful antidotes that muddled up to create a balm that eased the pain and embarrassment of the previous day.
Originally meant to open on Wednesday, India Fashion Week touted as "Asia's biggest trade fair" was postponed to Thursday after the Delhi Police refused to dish out an NOC citing fire safety hazards as reason.
The event got its much needed Pepto-shot at noon, with Tarun Tahiliani's Fall/Winter 2010-2011 showcase.

Tarun Tahiliani At: 12.30 pm
It was a collection clearly in line with current international obsession with military detailing, extending to tailoring style and the use of uniform buttons.
Innerwear peeped out of a transparent silk applique tunic dress with ostrich feather wisps; once again a raging trend abroad.
But Tarun also chose to reserve time for celebrating what's indigenous and Indian chikankari, shibori, resham, bandhini, Ikat and Kantha mingling effortlessly with textures and colours reminiscent of the Byzantine empire.
Zardozi gilets perched atop tees, sarongs and TT's signature sari drapes held together by embroidered belts were worn by models who marched with seductive confidence in rivet-studded wedges.
Not someone to ignore his male clients, Tarun's 57-garment line-up was interspersed with constructed warp and weft, lending both, direction and comfort to the male body contour.
The classic sherwani took a contemporary turn, with pintuck collars and wide trousers for company.
Military-inspired suits were teamed with linen pants, khaki plackets over Aligarhi pants, offset by a Dabu scarf. The Dabu print was seen on scarves, saris, stoles, even a kurta.

Actress Sonam Kapoor (seated second from right)
was spotted sitting on front row at the
Ankita and Anjana Bhargav's show
The artistic craft originates in far-flung villages of Rajasthan and Gujarat, and involves a tedious elaborate process of hand drawing patterns on a block of wood, later hand carved into blocks and dunked into vegetable dye vats.
In a market marked by the maniacal explosion of international brands hankering to grab the Indian buyer's attention, TT's collection reminded us once again that it's right here in India that the "luxury" of hand-done crafts first originated.
'Box'er Shots
Visual artist Akshay Rathore showcased his proficiency with collage photography in Gaurav Gupta's Victorian-styled show.
Though the installation was not massive, it gelled well with the overall theme.

Just like small dots come together to form a picture, here, several tiny pictures came together to make a bigger picture that Akshay calls pixel photography.
"Gaurav has used a lot of cheques in red and black, which matches my work. Exhibitions and shows are commion for an artist, but a collaboration like this is satisfying," said Akshay.
Bring back the jersey, Gaurav and give tartan a breather
By: Shweta Shiware Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Mumbai
Did Gaurav Gupta sell his soul to a devil called commercialism? The young Delhi designer is unquestionably one of India's most radical minds.
Having created a dramatic impact with his silhouettes, he is known to thrill and shock, using the swirl of a drape, the snip of a cut before brushing the garment with quirky imagination no matter what size you are.
His AW 10-11 showing saw him take a dive from the standards he had single-handedly established for himself.
A fashion graduate from London's most coveted Central Saint Martins (Alexander McQueen, Nicolas Ghesquiere of Balenciaga), he brought street fashion to high street validation by using the jersey as a chic clothing option.

The critical and commercial acclaim he received, was its glamourous residue.
On Thursday, Tartan killed his creativity. The traditional Scottish print of red and black checks saw an overkill, springing up on us from practically every design, sometimes taking on a funky blue and purple garb in chameleon fashion.
Yes, the fabric has found fans in Dolce and Gabbana, Yohji Yamamoto, Ralph Lauren and Ghesquiere, all incorporating it in their design vocabulary.
But Gaurav tripped into tartan territory with juvenile abandon.
The botanical prints that usually dress his drapes, were transferred onto sculptured Victorian silhouettes in sharp shades of gold and silver, with bursts of bloody red.
He traded the sporty jersey for luxurious satin and chiffon, and joined hands with Swarovski to deck up his signature jewelled necklines and brooches. This is a calculated collaboration Gaurav needs to dig his teeth deeper into.
His mastery of drapes remains intact, but we've seen so much of that. Maybe an introduction of new drapes, newer ideas and a brand new stoicism will help. We don't mind waiting.
Artists come together to put up an installation of futuristic autos
By: Kumar Saurav Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Mumbai
Not everything is going wrong at the carnival of glitz and masala (and wardrobe disorders).
It has its share of must-watches like the fund-raiser display of three wheelers brushed by high-profile artists Dilip Sharma, George Martin, Paresh Maity, Sanjay Bhattacharya, Satish Gupta, Sudhanshu Sutar, Yusuf Arakkal and Nitin Bal Chauhan.
One day, the three-wheelers will have an auto pilot mode, complete with lounge-like seating where a couple can get cozy over a glass of red wine and cheese.

And the driver will ask, "Madam ji! Rock sunengi ya Electronica?" That's the sort of concept you are treated to when you care to check out the installation closely. each of the 13 installations is a reproduction of the artist's thought process.
"Can you arrest change? No. This is the point I want to drive across through the eyes of an autodriver. I've given a helicopter-like design to the auto. Because, that's how I visualise the future of transport.
On the seats, I have printed names of designers; large font for established names, a smaller one for newbies," says Nitin Bal Chauhan about his installation, Auto Pilot Kamikaze.
We enjoyed artist Dileep Sharma's Kunwar Ji Di Gaddi, a fully functional vehicle with a 21-inch LCD (with cable connection) and CD changer with pen drive port.
Kolkata artist Avijit Dutta has depicted the pulse of modern desis through his work, Pub. This one leaves you with an instant hangover. Done up in red, the vehicle has a vibrant beach umbrella.
There's a slice of Bollywood too in Riddhinrata Burman's Badshah's Wagon, where the artist gives us a flash of King Khan's aura.
Jayashree Burman, Nayanaa Kanodia and Mithu Sen's Roopmati's is an illustration of fun feminism, fitted with a real dressing table.
The Indian Safari by Paresh Maity talks about wild life, with a tiger top, crown in the rear and a python that goes into the fuel tank.
Any of these can be yours for Rs 5 lakh in the first week of May, when these mean machines will be auctioned by the organisers to raise funds for NGO Khushi.
Imitation is the best form of flattery
By: Shweta Shiware Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Mumbai
Masaba has the confidence of a veteran. Maybe it comes from having illustrious parents (she is actress Neena Gupta's daughter).
But her collection, inspired by rural Punjab, didn't quite match up. Yes, cool decadence breezed along the runway, with tail coat-inspired silhouettes, and saris flaunting fitted pockets.

Exciting showcase, we would have declared, only if some of the styles weren't heavily 'inspired'. The one that combined tail-coats with velvets looked like Anamika Khanna's HDIL India Couture Week idea.
Chennai's decades-old 5 Maadi Kumaran sari store has been turning heads with its Pocket Saris (a pocket woven out of the same silk swatch) for years now.
On the personal front, Masaba's good friend and model Siddharth aka Simba, is dominant with his presence.
He denied a relationship with the young designer when Mid Day quizzed him at the recently concluded Lakme Fashion Week in Mumbai, but he was the only male model to walk the ramp at her all-women Delhi show meant to showcase womenswear.
Powerful and the beautiful
By: Shweta Shiware Date: 2010-03-26 Place: Mumbai

Better Drama in Politics: Congressman Jagdish Tytler (extreme left), was spotted seated on row 1 for designers Asheema and Lina's afternoon show on the first day of fashion week. His son Siddhartha is scheduled to showcase his autumn/winter collection this Sunday.

Never a Bad Hair Day: Socialitie and Indian representative of French luxury fashion brand Christian Dior, Kalyani Chawla never seems to have a bad hair day or an awkward style moment. Dressed in a simple sleeveless tee and comfy harem pants (perfect for Delhi's scorching summer), Kalyani looked a picture of cool chic, while the rest of Delhi's glitterati turned up in sequinned silks.

Look who turned up, wearing that! Sanjana Jon is Indian-born US based designer Anand Jon's (who was recently sentenced to 59 years in prison for 16 sex crimes) sister. We spotted her at the fashion week venue wearing a synthetic mango ghagra choli, paired with a Louis Vuitton bag. Talk about bad pairing.
Sachin's absence is a huge advantage to other World T20 teams: Afridi
By: Majid Bhatti Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Karachi
Sachin Tendulkar has stuck to his decision of not playing Twenty20 cricket at the international level and hence will not be part of the ICC World T20 Cup in the West Indies from April 30 to May 16.
Shahid Afridi, skipper of defending champions Pakistan, believes Tendulkar's absence will be a big advantage for other teams at the World Cup.

Mumbai Indians' Sachin Tendulkar during his match-winning innings
against Chennai Super Kings at the Brabourne Stadium on Thursday. PIC/SURESH KK
The way Tendulkar has batted in the third Indian Premier League, he has proved that he is a champion at Twenty20 cricket as well. The Mumbai Indians skipper has won the man of the match award in three of their five games.
"That Tendulkar is not part of the Indian T20 team is certainly a big advantage for other teams. His form and fitness is amazing. He is playing like a 23-year-old," Afridi told MiD DAY yesterday. Like many around the world, Afridi is a great admirer of Tendulkar's batting. The drawing room of his Karachi home has two shirts pinned to the wall, one is leg-spin legend Shane Warne's and the other is an autographed Tendulkar T-shirt.
"Twenty20 cricket is not about going there and hitting 20-25 balls here and there. A player who can bat right through is invaluable to the team. Tendulkar has that ability. In times of a collapse, you need experience to carry the team through," said Afridi, who was the man-of-the-match in both the semi-final and final of the 2009 ICC World T20.
"It's the World Cup and, personally, I would want all the teams to have their best players and Tendulkar is a class act," added Afridi.
Tendulkar is averaging 62 after five IPL games and aggregates 248 runs with a strike-rate of 150.30.
Twenty20 cricket is supposed to be a young man's game. More than the runs, what has amazed experts is the fitness the 36-year-old Mumbai batsman has shown to shine in this fast-paced game.
Afridi said: "It's only a 20-over game, but it is so intense that sometimes it becomes a struggle to last 20 overs. Tendulkar is batting extraordinarily well. He has the fitness to bat 20 overs and if he contributes around 90 runs, what else you want?" added the batting stalwart, who played for Deccan Chargers in the first IPL.
"He's been outstanding in all three forms of the game, and the hunger he has shown is something every youngster should learn from," said Afridi.

Storm signals for India's Caribbean adventure?
By: A Corespondent Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
These men picked in India's World Twenty20 squad have an injury cloud over them

MS Dhoni was absent from the IPL for 10 days due to an elbow injury. Reports suggest Robin Uthappa missed out because Dinesh Karthik was picked as a cover for Dhoni.

Ashish Nehra has been suffering from a rib cage injury sustained during training. He is yet to feature in the current edition of IPL but is expected to be back by next week.

Gautam Gambhir strained his hamstring while playing against Mumbai Indians and has missed two matches since. The injury is said to be quite serious.

Yuvraj Singh, the Kings XI Punjab skipper injured his left wrist during the Bangladesh series. He has not come into his own since then and has been inconsistent at the IPL.

Symonds' sledging made me more determined: Yusuf
By: A Correspondent Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Ahmedabad
Andrew Symonds can never keep himself away from controversy. Rajasthan Royals batsman Yusuf Pathan told television personality Harsha Bhogle after last night's match here that his determination level increased after Symonds, the Deccan Chargers' all-rounder, sledged him.
"It makes you more determined when an opposition player sledges you. When I went in to bat today, Symonds exchanged a few words and and it made me more determined to score runs," said Yusuf, who was man of the match thanks to his 73 off 34 balls while chasing Deccan's modest score of 148.
The eight-wicket win was Rajasthan's third victory on the trot in the tournament which did not start well for them. They were beaten by Mumbai Indians first up albeit in a close game.
The Royals are now third on the points table after Mumbai Indians and Royal Challengers Bangalore. Their next match is against Chennai Super Kings on Sunday.

Goal difference could win Man U the title: Ferguson
By: Agencies Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Manchester
Manchester United manager Sir Alex Ferguson (left) wants his team to continue pushing to score as many goals as possible in their remaining Premier League games, as goal difference could yet play a crucial role in determining the ultimate destination of the league title.
"Chelsea's win the other night has brought them level with us on goal difference and goals could be important. I've said that a few times over the years but I just have a feeling I'm going to be right this time. We've always been in a strong position with goal difference over the years, but it's very tight this time," Ferguson said. -- Goal.com
Let's do this, boys: Coach Ancelotti
By: PA Sport Date: 2010-03-27 Place: London
Coach Ancelotti believes Champions League exit has given Chelsea a good chance to claim the premiership
Carlo Ancelotti insisted Chelsea are ready to plunder Premier League glory from under the noses of Arsenal and Manchester United after shaking off the disappointment of their European exit.

Chelsea coach Carlo Ancelotti
Chelsea's title rivals remain in the quarter-finals of the Champions League, and Blues manager Ancelotti believes the physical and mental energy expended by Arsene Wenger and Sir Alex Ferguson's teams could work in his own side's favour. Arsenal boss Wenger claimed that Chelsea's exit from Europe has already mentally affected them.
Ancelotti initially agreed with the Frenchman's assessment but remains confident that Chelsea could benefit physically from Arsenal and United's continued participation in the Champions League.
United will face Bayern Munich on Tuesday and then welcome Chelsea to Old Trafford four days later, and Ancelotti is hoping to make the most of any United fatigue -- either mental or physical. "I agree with Arsene," said Ancelotti. "Mentally, it wasn't good for us to go out of the Champions League.
"But after the victory against Portsmouth, this moment is finished. We have to look at every game. We
play Aston Villa tomorrow and then have a week to prepare for Manchester United.
"That could be an advantage for us. Before, we had midweek games. We are disappointed to be out of the Champions League, but it could be an advantage.
"The quarter-finals will take out a lot of energy, not only physically but mentally. We can take advantage of that if we prepare well our own games, and if we play with good tempo, a good high tempo. "The pressure is the same for all the teams now. We are arriving towards the end of the season and every game is very important. The pressure is normal at this stage of the season."
Before they face United, Chelsea must overcome a Villa side chasing a place in the top four, who beat the
Blues 2-1 earlier in the season. Ancelotti is determined not to let his players get too carried away with the battle looming at Old Trafford.
"United will be an important game, but it's for three points," said Ancelotti.
EPL on Saturday
>> Birmingham vs Arsenal
>> Bolton vs Man Utd
>> Hull vs Fulham
>> Tottenham vs Portsmouth
>> West Ham vs Stoke
>> Wolves vs Everton
Will Tiger Woods bare all this time?
By: Agencies Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Georgia
Taking advice from golf legend Arnold Palmer, Tiger Woods is set to answer questions at the Masters in his first news conference since becoming embroiled in a sex scandal.
Woods, who has not played competitively since winning the Australian Masters in mid-November, will speak on April 5 according to a tentative schedule released by Augusta National Golf Club.
Woods typically speaks on Tuesday afternoons before major tournaments along with many other players, but would get the session out of the way early and move on with the rest of the Augusta week under the plan.
Chettri might not make Kansas' final XI
By: Agencies Date: 2010-03-27 Place: New Delhi
It is not yet clear whether India's forward Sunil Chettri will get to play in the Major League Soccer (MLS) as all clubs are allowed only eight international slots while the Delhi player is the 10th recruit of Kansas City Wizards this season.
"Right now we have 10 international players, but I don't foresee that being the case in a week or so. Nobody has to go right now because he (Chettri) is not on the roster until his paperwork gets approved," Wizard's manager Peter Vermes was quoted as saying by Kansas City.com.
Madhav gets a master's class
By: Anthony D'Souza Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
IT'S not often that a teenager gets a chance to enter a squash court with a former national champion. So, when Madhav Dhingra got that opportunity, he couldn't believe his luck.
The 14-year-old got an opportunity to play with former India No 1, Manish Chotrani in the 2nd Brave Heart Ashok Kamte Squash Classic and the pair will take on second seed Vikas Jangra and Mahesh Mangaonkar in the semi-finals today.
"Chotrani knows what to do all the time. He is 40 but still plays so well. My game has improved a lot after I started playing with him. I have learnt a lot from him and he is always giving me tips about how to play according to the situation. I have learnt to be consistent because of him," Madhav said.
Aim is for McLaren one-two: Hamilton
By: PA Sport Date: 2010-03-27 Place: MELBOURNE
Former world champion Lewis Hamilton has set his sights on a McLaren one-two at this weekend's Australian Grand Prix after dominating practice yesterday.
The afternoon session was disrupted by intermittent spells of rain but Hamilton took advantage of a dry spell to clock the fastest lap of the day with teammate Jenson Button just 0.275 seconds slower.
"We've made some improvements to our pace compared with Bahrain," said the 25-year-old. "Despite the wet weather, we went out early in the second session when it was still dry and got some good running under our belts in order to see how some of the changes we'd made between the sessions felt.
I would love to get a win and secure a one-two. That is always our goal but we don't know what we can achieve this weekend," Hamilton said.
Force India in form, Karun has problems with gear box
By: Agencies Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Melbourne
Force India cars figured in the top 10 in yesterday's practice session with Adrian Sutil clocking the seventh fastest time and Vitantonio Luizi tenth fastest.
"The rain in the second session was not ideal, but we did what we could and overall, the findings were very positive," Sutil later said. Karun Chandhok managed to put in 19 laps before the car developed gearbox problems ending his practice run
Lewis apologises over indiscretion
By: Agencies Date: 2010-03-27 Place: MELBOURNE
Lewis Hamilton was forced to apologise for his latest embarrassing indiscretion in. Hamilton was departing the Albert Park circuit when he foolishly opted to perform stunts in his loaned Mercedes.
Unfortunately , the incident was in full view of a police patrol vehicle, which resulted in the 25-year-old promptly being pulled to one side.
Weekend Sports Guide
By: A Correspondent Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
You can choose between cricket, football and racing this weekend
Watch Narain Karthikeyan's Nascar debut
India's first Formula One driver, Narain Karthikeyan, will make his Nascar debut today with Starbeast Motorsports. Karthikeyan will also be the first Indian to race in the Nascar rally and will be driving the Wyler Racing No 60 Chevrolet in the Nascar Camping World Truck Series in the Kroger 250 at the Martinsville Speedway in Virginia. "This is a different kind of challenge for me and I am excited to be introducing India to this sport," he said.
Camping World Truck Series
Live on Neo Sports, Sat 11:30
Reds face tough Sunderland battle
With seven games to go in the English Premier League, Liverpool face an uphill battle to finish fourth and will look to win each of their remaining games starting with Sunderland on Sunday. Currently sixth, the Reds are four points behind Tottenham Hotspurs and have played a game more.
"I think we will have to win all our games. We have seven finals and we have to win all of them to have a hope of finishing fourth," midfielder Javier Mascherano (left) told the Reds' official website.
Liverpool vs Sunderland
Live on ESPN, Sun 20:25
Other EPL games
Chelsea vs Aston Villa
Live on ESPN, Sat 20:25
Bolton Wanderers vs Man Utd
Live on ESPN, Sat 22:55
Birmingham City vs Arsenal
Live on Star Sports, Sat 20:25
Burnley vs Blackburn Rovers
Live on ESPN, Sun 16:25
German League
Bayern Munich vs Stuttgart
Live on Neo Sports, Sat 20:00
Hoffenheim vs Freiburg
Live on Neo Sports, Sun 19:00
Italian League League
AC Milan vs Lazio
Live on Neo Sports, Mon 00:30
Australian Grand Prix
Qualifying: Live on Star Sports, Sat 11:20
Race day: Live on Star Sports, Sun 11:15
Indian Premier League
Kings XI vs Knight Riders
Live on Max, Sat 20:00
Royals vs Super Kings
Live on Max, Sun 16:00
Chargers vs Indians
Live on Max, Sun 20:00
Music with a comb and bus ticket
By: Riddhi Kamal Parekh Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
This Sunday, you get to watch a comb organist in action, for free. Shashikant Khanvilkar plays bhangra numbers and patriotic songs using a plastic comb and a bus ticket
Earth Hour has a new ambassador. Forty seven year-old Vikhroli resident Shashikant Khanvilkar is a true-blue recycling agent. "There is nothing in the world that cannot be used," he insists, whipping out an old bus ticket. That and a plastic comb is all he needs to make music.

Shashikant Khanvilkar has been making music using a comb and a bus
ticket for over 30 years now. PICs/DATTA KUMBHAR
What began as a hobby 30 years ago, is now a full-time profession. "Children blow into chocolate wrappers made of gelatin to make bizarre sounds. I used to watch and imitate them. But eventually, the paper would wear out." Next in line was a real instrument, the tutari (a curved horn-like shehnai that was once played to welcome royalty). Several singing awards won at school later, Khanvilkar decided to put a comb to his mouth to make music. School poojas and family functions suddenly had a new musician.
Without formal training in music, Khanvilkar has performed at over 1,000 shows across the country, including the inauguration of the Dadar bridge, where he played the national anthem on the tutari in 1999. His name appears in the Limca Book of Records 2008, and the India Book of Records.
Being a comb organist is every bit as unique as it sounds, Khanvilkar admits. "Not everybody can do it. It requires lung power and stamina. People have tried to learn it, but they get dizzy in the first ten minutes," he claims.
When Khanvilkar performs, (usually for two to three hours at a stretch), both his hands are used to hold the comb while his attention is focused on keeping the rhythm with accompanying musicians (usually someone on the keyboard, octopad, and a vocalist). It's a passion that take little to maintain. No speakers to lug around. Just two combs snugly fitted into his trouser pocket, each costing Rs 2. The bus ticket comes in handy as a shock absorber that buffers the vibrations caused by the comb's vibrating teeth.
On the simple pocket comb, Khanvilkar plays three different scales.
His performances are interspersed with stories about patriotism, daily life and some comedy -- all of it impromptu. Hindi and Marathi songs, Koli geet, Garba, Bhangra numbers are part of his repertoire. Almost all his shows begin with Lata Mangeshkar's Aye Mere Watan Ke Logon, as a tribute to those serving the country. "Music is a medium to tell people to remember those who are fighting for our country," he says.
On: March 28, 6.30 pm at Open-Air Stage, Bhavan's College, Andheri (W).
Call: 56970066
When Sara wrote to Amrita
By: The Guide Team Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Mahesh Dattani's new play pays tribute to Urdu poet Sara Shagufta's struggles, reflected in her letters to Amrita Pritam
For quite some time now, playwright and director Mahesh Dattani has been planning to open a new play on World Theatre Day. With his latest directorial venture, Sara, he plans to bring together the city's theatrewalas at the premiere show. The theatre fraternity is looking forward to the play as it depicts a slice of literary history from the subcontinent.

The play, written in Hindustani, takes a peek into the life of Sara Shagufta a controversial Urdu poet from Pakistan, through the letters she wrote to the Delhi-based Punjabi poet Amrita Pritam. In these letters, Sara expressed her innermost yearnings and creative outpourings. Dattani believes it's important to hear Sara's voice because it emerged from a deeply conservative society of the '70s and early '80s. "When Shahid (the playwright) read out the script to me I was struck by Sara's personal story.
The challenges she faced are in line with what many women writers and poets have faced in the previous century," says Dattani. He points out that it was very courageous of Sara to speak about her plight in spite of fighting depression and a failed marriage.
The award-winning playwright thinks its fitting that play, which holds significance for both literature and womanhood, opens a day after World Theatre Day and in a month that celebrates World Women's Day.
On: March 28, 7.30 pm
At: Manik Sabhagriha, Bandra Reclamation, Bandra (W).
Call: 65713771.
Cool down
By: Janaki Viswanathan Date: 2010-03-27 Place: Mumbai
Mumbai's 13 most refreshing summer coolers
Sol Kadhi Rs 70
At: Soul Fry, Pali Market, Bandra (W). Call: 26046892
Another classic, you can't possibly live in a coastal state and not try Sol Kadhi. Kokum juice blended with coconut milk, and a muddled up mix of coriander leaves, green chillies, ginger and garlic -- this Konkan staple is delicious. The light pink drink is served in a conical glass, and makes for a great aperitif.

Kesar Pisteywali Lassi Pedhe de Naal, Rs 150
At: Punjab Grill, Palladium Mall, Lower Parel. Call: 43473980
Tall slim glassful of sweetened yogurt, a crumbled pedha on top; you can smell the richness in this lassi. The pedha, which is brought in especially from Mathura for this drink alone, is sinful. The lassi is a creamy mixture of pale yellow yogurt peppered with chopped kesar and pistachios. Work your way through to the bottom of the glass and another pedha awaits you. Just make sure you don't eat before or after.

Masala Chhaas, Rs 50
At: Khau Galli Restaurant, Four Bungalows, Andheri. Call: 26334352
A fusion of buttermilk, hing, curry leaves, coriander and green chillies, this one's soothing. Sure, you get it practically everywhere, but Four Bungalows' latest street-train-themed restaurant gets full points because the chhaas is how it was meant to be: thick, not sad and runny, refreshing and served in a big, no-fuss glass.

Kalakhatta, Rs 7
At: Kalakhatta Cold Drinks House, next to Canon Pav Bhaji, CST Station
The trick here is to order, drink and get out. Kalakhatta is teeming with people. In one corner, a man crushes ice. Continuously. Another pours out the kala khatta syrup into tall chai glasses. There's also watermelon juice topped off with slices of fruit, but we say go for the dark drink. It's violent purple, sweet and tangy, with crystals of rock salt and crushed ice, making it feel like a dismembered gola. Before or after a crowded train ride or after a particularly spicy pav bhaji, it's a perfect antidote to the sun.

Cad B, Rs 70
At: Krazy Kreamz, Carter Road, Bandra. Call: 9930100904
Cad B will not only cool you, it will also fill you up and give you a slight chocolate high. The staff tells us it's a mix of cream, chocolate paste and choco flakes. The three sins are tightly packed in a plastic cup and you're handed a spoon, though they insist it's a milkshake. The chocolate flakes turn into chocolate chunks as you dig your way in, and the cream is deceptively light. Hopefully, that theory about not putting on weight in summer, is true.

Piyush, Rs 18
At: Panshikar, Senapati Bapat Road, Dadar (W). Call: 24229526
"Everyone thinks so, but Piyush isn't liquid shrikhand," says the man behind the counter, with a withering look, as he hands us a glass of the Maharashtrian drink. It's a concoction of fresh curd, jaiphal, kesar, elaichi and of course, sugar. The Piyush here isn't synthetic smooth; it's carries a few bits of unbeaten curd. Deliciously cold, creamy and sweet, it may weigh you down. But the quick, crowded walk to Dadar Station will make up for it.

Amrut Kokum, Rs 23
At: Gypsy Corner, Shivaji Park, Dadar. Call: 24467518
If it's summer, you've got to stock up on kokum, either salt or sweet. The Amrut Kokum at this authentic Maharashtrian eatery, is worth a sip. The juice, studded with kokum pulp, isn't sickly sweet with sugar; it also has more than a pinch of salt for that bite. Kokum's a natural cooler and the salt-sugar content take care of dehydration. The crushed jeera that you sense when you reach the bottom of the glass, acts as a digestive.

Kiwi Juice, Rs 130
At: Haji Ali Juice Center, Haji Ali. Call: 23517632
The kiwi doesn't quite fit into the scheme of things here, but then that's Haji Ali for you. The kiwis are blended into juice right before you, sugar and ice added (or not) depending on your preference. The regular tall glass is pure unadulterated wholesome fruit. The thick slices of kiwi that top it only add to the flavour. A glassful of fruit, please.

Sailor's Shot, Rs 40
At: Canara Juice Centre, Near SBI Bank, Fort. Call: 9820870676
Didn't think a fruit juice would look so irresistible. Canara's smiling staff will whip up unlikely combinations of fruits and dry fruits. Watermelon, mulberries and strawberries stain the glass a deep red and fresh slices of each crowd the rim. For effect, they stick in a British Union Jack flag, while worrying about how they don't have a 'chhatri' for further decoration. The juice is fresh and bursting with the classic tanginess of berries. No ice, no sugar? No problem, they'll make it anyway you like.

Iced Tea, Rs 90
At: Esfahaan, Off Linking Road, Bandra (W). Call: 26052379
They may not do much justice to the other items on their vast menu, but Esfahaan gets its Iced Tea right. Every flavour is distinctive, the bitter brew of the tea, the tangy lemon and the sweet. It isn't synthetic, it's refreshing and cooling. Stick to the classic Lemon flavour.

Aam Panna, Rs 70
At: Soam, Babulnath. Call: 23698080
There may be aam panna concentrates available but they're never going to taste as good as what you get here. Soam's version of the raw mango juice is the original one: the aam panna pulp mixed with spices, salt and digestives, stirred into cold water. The natural tang of green mangoes goes beautifully with the flavour of jaljeera and rock salt. It gets thicker as you get to the bottom of the drink, as the tastes intensify. Morning noon or night, before or after a meal, this one's an anytime summer drink. Until the Alphonsos kick in, at least.

Masala Soda, Rs 15
At: Ramkrishna Juice, Khar Road
The signboard at this tiny stall is part of the charm. It proudly proclaims: Making high impact flavours. The Masala Soda sure makes an impact. Watching the guy make the masala soda is the other part. The proprietor, (his dad sold golas outside St Theresa's School) fishes out a bottle of soda. The helper tips over a box of chaat masala into a glass, cuts open a nimbu, squeezes it dry, tops it up with salt and pours out the soda in quick spurts. It's foaming out by the time you get it. The bubbles and chaat are best served on a warm evening.

Watermelon & Guava Juice, Rs 85
At: Mocha Mojo, Hill Road, Bandra (W). Call: 26433098
Two fruits, one cooling and red, the other sticky sweet and pinkish, watermelon and guava make a compatible couple. This one is filtered clean and smooth, no added sugar, no melting ice diluting the fruit, and at 81-odd calories, it feels super healthy too. You could probably pick it off a fruit juice stall but there's something about sipping it from a jam jar glass at this '60s style joint.


Aquarius
Jan 21 - Feb 19
News received at early evening is unexpected and there is also a sigh of relief as the path seems to be clearing up gradually. Making moral choices based on spiritual realization is why you have special blessings from the Universe.
Focus on: feeling calmer emotions in this ‘karmic’ cycle of stability.
Pisces
Feb 20 - Mar 20
Giving unconditional love is easy since this relationship seems to have begun in a previous lifetime. Receiving several telephone calls in the afternoon may delay some work to be completed quickly. A happy period begins.
Focus on: being a little more patient to allow a faster flow of ‘karmic’ energy.
Aries
Mar 21 - Apr 20
Patience would pay off in the long run and many questions would have an answer, particularly those which are perplexing. When you let go of want, the Universe makes sure your needs are taken care of. Career is exciting.
Focus on: Acknowledging a learning experience and what you have outgrown.
Taurus
Apr 21 - May 21
Having to balance work and home may be a bit of a challenge because of sudden deadlines. Be diplomatic if asked for your opinion. Self employed Taureans can diversify into a slightly different business.
Focus on: Being on your guard to avoid getting sucked into a situation of emotional manipulation.
Gemini
May 22 - Jun 21
Being optimistic about the future will also encourage the beginning of a very positive ‘karmic’ cycle which encourages looking beyond what you have wanted for yourself so far. Simple pleasures of life will bring happiness.
Focus on: Overcoming self consciousness which inhibits going all out to achieve what your heart desires.
Cancer
Jun 22 - Jul 22
For some Leos the Universe sends true love and a relationship which feels just so right. Married Leos may go on an impromptu holiday together. Work related travel comes up in the next ‘karmic’ cycle.
Focus on: your own strengths and be firm about certain decisions which you intuitively know are correct.
Leo
Jul 23 - Aug 23
Don’t get carried away by a sob story as it is far from the truth and you can be swindled by people. A period of making investments begins and opting for safe schemes a good idea.
Focus on: following your intuition which tells you that trusting certain people is to be stopped.
Virgo
Aug 24 - Sep 23
A stressful situation at work makes you feel quite helpless and there are some situations which are resolved with time. Work will require frequent travel and though you would rather be at home, there is no choice.
Focus on: simplifying daily routines which help complete much more work and quicker.
Libra
Sep 24 - Oct 23
A stressful situation at work makes you feel quite helpless and there are some situations which are resolved with time. Work will require frequent travel and though you would rather be at home, there is no choice.
Focus on: simplifying daily routines which help complete much more work and quicker..
Scorpio
Oct 24 - Nov 22
Forgiving people who hurt you and wishing them well is one way in which to cut your ‘karmas’ and move on to a higher plane of consciousness in this life. Work may be proceeding a little slowly.
Focus on: helping friends and relatives with your special brand of unusual caring and nurturing.
Sagittarius
Nov 23 - Dec 22
For some Sagittarians there may be a difficult choice to make; namely deciding on one residence from a choice of two. After mid-day you need to be extra patient and diplomatic because of over reaction from an older person.
Focus on: understanding nuances of a situation and learning from them.
Capricorn
Dec 23 - Jan 20
A legal case would be in your favour. Able to make healthy choices is why one relationship shows potential of being the one you have been seeking. Using time management skills would cut down on anxiety.
Focus on: increasing this sense of mutual understanding and strengthening a feeling of togetherness.

Morparia
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